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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burns (US-6953906) in view of Kechel (2003/0155282). 

Referring to claims 1-3.7. Burns discloses a "Delivery Point Sequencing Mail 
Sorting System With Flat Mail Capability". See Figs. 1-8 and respective portions of the 
specification. Burns further discloses subjecting flats to a first sorting pass in a first 
sorting machine (12a) having a certain number of first sorting outlets and configured for 
a certain sorting plan; subjecting the flats to a first sorting pass in a second sorting 
machine (12b) having a certain number of second sorting outlets that correspond to 
respective ones of the first sorting machine, and the sorting plan for the sorting 
machines being designed so that a set of delivery points of the postman's walk are 
assigned to each first sorting outlet or to each second sorting outlet respectively; 
grouping together mail items coming from each corresponding first and second sorting 
outlet to form as many groups of mail items as there are first and second sorting outlets 
and subjecting the groups of mail items to a second sorting pass using a set of trays 
wherein a group of mail items, delivery points are assigned to the respective trays from 
the set of delivery points assigned to the sorting outlets from which the mail items of the 
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group of mail come; and distributing the mail items from the group of mail items into the 
various trays as a function of the delivery points assigned to the trays and repeating the 
process for each group of mail items (see at least Col. 2 I. 55-64, Col. 4 I. 9-41). Burns 
does not wherein letters are subjected to the first sorting pass or wherein grouped mail 
items comprise flats and letters. Kechel discloses a "Method of Sorting Mail For Carriers 
Using Separators". See Figs. 1-3 and respective portions of the specification. Kechel 
further discloses a method of preparing a postman's walk in a plurality of sorting passes 
with mail items including both letters (Ln) and large-format flat items or flats (Fn), the 
method being characterized in that it comprises: subjecting the letters to a first sorting 
pass in a first sorting machine having a certain number of first sorting outlets and 
configured for a certain sorting plan; subjecting the flats to a first sorting pass in a 
sorting machine including sorting outlets; grouping together the mail items to form 
groups and subjecting the groups of mail items to a second sorting pass (See at least 
Sects. 0020-0024). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the method and apparatus of Burns to include the 
teachings of Kechel so that flats and letters could be sorted and grouped together into 
respective trays which were assigned delivery points so that a postman's delivery 
process could be more efficient and the process could be more timely and efficient 
wherein flats and letters could be processed and sequenced together. 

Referring to claim 4. Burns does not disclose that in order to distribute a group of 
mail items into the trays, each tray is caused to display information representing the 
delivery point assigned to the tray. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the method and apparatus of Burns 
so that the trays displayed information representing the delivery point so that operator is 
informed and up to date on information pertaining to each tray which will make his 
delivery process easier, more efficient, and make it less susceptible to delivery errors. It 
should be noted that it is generally noted in the field of art to provide delivery trays with 
display information. 

Referring to claims 5-6,8. Burns does not disclose wherein during distribution of 
the mail items into the trays, the mail items are bagged. Kechel discloses the method 
and apparatus as discussed above. Kechel further discloses wherein a bundling 
apparatus (24) and wherein the bundling apparatus can comprise a bagging machine 
wherein the mail items in the trays (22) can be bagged (See at least sect. 0024). It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method and apparatus of Burns to include the teachings of 
Kechel wherein the mail items in the trays could be bagged and so that all of the mail 
items coming from the same tray could be bagged in so that mail items could be 
packaged together for easier delivery or more efficient secondary operations. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hendrickson (US-200 1/0009234) discloses a "Flats Bundle 
Collator" wherein mail items are separated and sorted into groups of items and 
sequenced. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terrell H. Matthews whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5929. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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